
 
    

Lucille Collard, MPP / Députée 

Ottawa-Vanier 

 

Constituency Office / Bureau de circonscription 237, ch. Montreal Rd., Vanier, ON K1L 6C7 
Tel / Tél. 613-744-4484  | Fax / Téléc. 613-744-089 | Email / Courriel LCollard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

www.lucillecollard.onmpp.ca  

June 18, 2020 

The Honorable Christine Elliott, MPP 

Minister of Health 

College Park 5th Flr, 777 Bay St, 

Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

 

 

Subject: Expansion of “Safe Supply” in Ontario 

Dear Minister Elliott, 

I am writing to request assistance with the expansion of Safe Supply in Ontario to provide immediate 

support to people who use drugs and decrease the burden on communities experiencing the impacts of 

addiction. 

In light of the fact that cities in Ontario are confronted with the problem of toxic drug supplies, like 

many other cities in North America, healthcare providers have been prompted to consider safer supply 

alternatives. In 2017, Dr. Jeff Turnbull and Ottawa Inner City Health launched Canada’s first-ever 

Managed Opioid Program (MOP) in Ottawa. This program offers controlled amounts of pharmaceutical-

grade narcotics (Safe Supply), housing and other supports to those living with addiction. On April 3rd, 

2019, CTV Ottawa’s reporter Catherine Lathem covered the positive impacts of stabilizing the lives of 

those with addictions in “In-Depth: A City in Crisis Part 3”.  

On May 27, 2020, Ottawa City council came to the resolution that appropriate action was needed to 

expand the safe supply of drugs to those most in need that meet the criteria.  

With this pandemic, the vulnerabilities in communities where crime and panhandling are the main 

sources of income to fuel addictions has been highlighted. The challenges are increasingly impacting 

small businesses and residents. Safe Supply will not only save lives, it would alleviate the costs to the 

government on services such as shelters, healthcare and emergency assistance. Safe Supply will help 

reduce overdoses, improve the economic wellbeing in affected communities, as well as reduce violence 

associated with the drug trade. 
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In light of the information above, as well as rising cases of overdoses within the Province, I am asking 

that this request be taken under serious consideration in conjunction with guidelines recommended by 

the Canadian Medical Association in 2019.  This includes injectable opioid agonist treatment (OAT) for 

individuals, while lowering barriers providing accessibility and flexibility for clients, including less 

restrictive eligibility requirements to reach more people with addictions. 

 

With the support of Ottawa Public Health, the local health unit and core harm reduction program in 

Ottawa who support safer supply initiatives, I believe in this initiative and hope to see it implemented 

not only in my community but also in all communities struggling with the challenges of addiction across 

Ontario. 

Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to your response on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lucille Collard 

MPP for Ottawa-Vanier 
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